
Welcome to 2009 and year four of delivering the Tree 
Risk Assessment Course & Exam, otherwise known as 
TRACE. With over 40 courses held since our July 2005 
program launch, we now have nearly 500 PNW-ISA 
Certified Tree Risk Assessors.

This TRACE Bulletin is designed to provide updates 
on changes to some of the information in the course 
manual, prompt those whose four-year certification 
is about to expire, and share some added insight as to 
where the Pacific Northwest ISA is headed with respect 
to this course.

Recertification
Having launched the TRACE program in July 2005, 
we saw 54 individuals in that first year successfully 
complete the exam. As such, those individuals are 
rapidly approaching the four-year recertification mark. 
Your tree risk assessor qualification is good through 
the end of the month you took the exam. Watch 
for expiration/recertification notices to be sent to 
you directly. You have two (2) options to retain the 
qualification. Option 1: Attend the full course and sit 
for the exam. Option 2: Challenge the exam.

Both options will carry a fee and involve a registration 
process, new manual, and rewriting the exam. We 
will work diligently to ensure a suitable number of 
courses/exams to meet recertification demands. Please 
note, while ISA Continuing Education Units (CEUs) 
are approved to attend the course, recertification is not 
available via CEUs.

Changes of Particular Note
Risk Rating Scheme—During the past four years, 
we have had a lot of helpful feedback and review of 
the course. One of the most common comments was 
about the two bonus points in the rating scheme. With 
assistance from expert assessors around North America, 
we have reviewed and modified the rating scheme to 
add improvements and remove concerns.

New Manual—In light of changes to the rating scheme, 
new information emerging from the industry, and the 
need for a more professional publication, we have also 

updated and reprinted a new course manual. The new 
manual does not include specific details about working 
around power lines. As a certified tree risk assessor, 
however, you are expected to know the applicable 
regulations in your region. If you need more 
information, contact your local safety office or utility 
company.

We do not anticipate further changes to the manual for 
some time. However, as new research and technology 
comes on line, we will continue to update course 
materials and use this email bulletin to announce any 
major changes. 

Attendees for courses held from now on will receive this new 
edition. For those who have successfully completed the course 
and exam, the new manual is being offered for sale at US 
$40 or CDN $48 if paying by check. Credit card payments 
will be processed in US funds.

Other Developments
The International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) is 
considering the introduction of a risk assessment 
qualification. This new and exciting initiative came 
about after the PNW-ISA approached ISA about the 
course and its origins. Since then, ISA has assembled a 
panel of experts from around the world to see how an 
international qualification might be developed. The 
panel is chaired by Terry Flanagan (Lake Oswego, OR); 
he is joined by Julian Dunster (Bowen Island, BC) as 
part of the team.

Given our early efforts to pioneer a formal tree risk 
assessment program, we expect to contribute greatly 
to this effort. As the ISA initiative moves forward, we 
hope to see all PNW-ISA Certified Tree Risk Assessors in 
good standing grandfathered into the new international 
program. In the meantime, we will continue to deliver 
the course around the Chapter region this year as well 
as expand access to Chapters around North America.
Of note as well, ISA is developing a Best Management 
Practices guide, and another team is assembling an 
ANSI standard for Risk Assessment. Julian Dunster and 
Terry Flanagan are actively involved with one or both of 
those projects as well.
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The overall rating scheme still has twelve (12) points. These points are distributed as follows and are 
described in the following tables for each component:

Probability of Failure—five (5)points  
Target Rating—four (4) points 

Size of Defective Part—three (3) points

Probability of Failure—five (5) points 
The rating for Probability of Failure has been changed to five points. 
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The New Rating Scheme: Key Points to Know
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Target Rating—four (4) points
The following Target Area rating has changed to reflect the need for more options.

Size of Defective Part—three (3) points
The rating for the Size of Defective Part (3 points) has not changed.
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Notices only work if we know where to send them. 
Please make sure we have your current contact infor-
mation including email and mailing address on file.

If you have any questions, please contact the PNW-ISA 
chapter office or one of the instructors listed below. 
Thank you.

Help Us Help You!

One of the most questioned aspects of the past 
rating scheme was the interpretation of the words 
used in the overall risk rating. To clarify this, a new 
table has been added. This intent of this new table 
is to ensure you and your reader(s) understand the 
intended meaning of the overall risk rating.
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Overall Risk Rating and Active Thresholds

For that reason, we recommend you insert this 
table in all your risk assessment reports to 
eliminate confusion or misunderstandings about 
the terms. This table is available in digital form 
from your course instructor or the PNW-ISA 
Chapter office.

Overall Risk Rating


